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Want to write an article for the next newsletter? 

Email your ideas to: HRStrategy&Reward@ 
Hertfordshire.gov.uk and get involved!

Want to write an article  
for the next newsletter?

Email your ideas to: HRStrategy& 
Reward@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

and get involved!

Not yet registered  
with Herts Rewards?

Register now at  
www.hertsrewards.co.uk 

Deal with life’s everyday challenges,  
call your Employee Assistance Programme on 0800 1116 387  

for free 24/7 advice and support. The EAP service can help you with  
money worries and information on this can found on their online  

portal under “My Homelife”.

Herts Rewards is offering  
you a chance to apply for  
the Christmas Savings  
Club again…

The Christmas Savings Club  
enables employees to save a  
minimum of £5 and a maximum of  
£200 each month between January  
and September through a NET pay deduction. 

The scheme offers the opportunity for employees to save money each 
month between January and September through a NET pay deduction.  
This means that the amount you wish to save each month will be taken 
from your NET ‘take home’ pay after other deductions have been taken, i.e. 
Tax, National Insurance (NI) and pension contributions. The total money 
saved from January to September (inclusive) is paid back to the employee 
in their October pay as a non-taxable payment with no interest added.

The purpose of this scheme is to reduce stress in saving for Christmas 
through payroll in a simple, risk free and a disciplined way. 

For employees to make an application to join the scheme; the window will 
be open from 1st December 2019 to 5th January 2020. 

You can find out more about this scheme, including an application form by 
logging onto Herts Rewards.

Reminder: If you applied for the Christmas Savings Club last year, your 
savings will be paid to you in October’spayday!

Get ready for  
Black Friday on 
29th November  
There are some great offers on 
already this season, but don’t 
forget that Black Friday will take 
place on 29th November, and there  
will no doubt be some amazing 
sales and offers especially on 
electrical goods and appliances. 

You can use our discounts on top 
of Black Friday sales offers and 
make even bigger savings! 
Here are our top tips for making 
the most of Black Friday: 

• The early bird catches the 
worm. Starting early is a great 
way to make sure you get your 
hands on the best deals and 
offers before they’re gone. 
So, whether that’s queuing up 
outside your favourite store 
early or setting an alarm to 
check online before you go to 
work - the early start is likely 
to pay off.

• Do your research. If there is 
something expensive that you 
have wanted or needed for 
some time, make sure you’ve 
looked around for the best items  
and prices before Black Friday 
and know where to get them 
from. That way you won’t waste 
any time when the sales start.

• Don’t forget that some retailers 
will start before Black Friday. 
While most retailers will wait  
to release their best deals 
on Black Friday, some will 
actually start their sales 
earlier that week. So if you 
have something specific in 
mind, check when their sale  
is due to start.
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Give As You Earn
Give as you earn is HCC’s employee payroll giving 
scheme. You can donate money to any charitable 
organisation in the UK or to the HCC Employees 
Charity fund directly from your gross pay.  
This means you do not pay tax on the donation.  
For more information, please visit Herts Rewards. 

Affinity Financial Advice 
Affinity Financial Awareness provides independent financial 
services for all Hertfordshire County Council’s employees and 
workshops on financial planning and retirement. Sessions are 
available across October, November & December. To book a place 
please contact bookings@affinityconnect.org or on Freephone 
0800 019 6076. 

SmartSpending App  
Herts Rewards has some amazing 
discounts and offers to help you 
through the colder months and save 
money on gifts, food and fashion! We’ve 
taken the hassle out of shopping, as you 
can make sure you’re never missing 
out on the best discounts and offers, 
online and in-store, by downloading our 
SmartSpending™ app. 

Once you’re registered for your 
discounts online, you can download our 
app and start saving on the go! Fancy a 
gingerbread latte, a trip to the cinema 
or seen something in a shop window 
that would be perfect  
to get your mum? Well download  
the app now and you won’t need to plan 
ahead.

The SmartSpending™ app is available 
for Apple and Android devices. All you 
need to do is search the app store  
for ‘SmartSpending’ and log into the 
app with the login details you usually 
use online.

Go Sober for October! 
Be a Soberhero and go  
31 days without alcohol  
this October. 
Going sober does come with many 
health benefits including: 

• More time on your hands -  
You’ll have time to fit in a  
weekend run or learn something 
new once you’ve banished those 
horrible hangovers.

• Better sleeping pattern -  
You’ll wake up with a spring in your 
step and increased energy levels 
– who knows what greatness you 
could achieve?!

• A happier bank balance -  
By going booze-free, you could save 
up to £67 a month.

• A healthier you -  
With a clearer head, clearer skin 
and free from hangovers, you’ll be 
feeling on top of the world.

For more information on being alcohol 
aware, please visit Herts Rewards. 

LGPS members have the opportunity 
to access a Shared Cost Additional 
Voluntary Contribution (Shared Cost 
AVC) scheme, provided by our partners 
AVC Wise. 

A standard Additional Voluntary 
Contribution (AVC) is a tax-efficient 
way to save for retirement and provide 
an opportunity for you to supplement 
your LGPS to build up an additional 
retirement fund. They are available and 
beneficial to you, no matter how close 
or far you are away from retirement.

A Shared Cost AVC can save you money 
in both Income Tax and National 
Insurance Contributions (NICs), 
making it more beneficial for you when 
compared to paying AVCs in the usual 
way.

Here’s an example:

Lisa earns £20k a year and contributes 
£100 a month to her pension pot with 
a standard AVC. This actually costs her 
£80 with the savings she makes on 
Income Tax.

However, with a Shared Cost AVC 
with AVC Wise, the £100 contribution 
would only cost her £68 as she saves 
money on both Income Tax and NICs 
too – that’s an additional saving of £12 
a month!

The amount you could save depends 
on the AVC amount contribution and 
the rate at which you pay tax and NICs. 
You’ll be able to find out how much you 
could save by coming along to our next 
presentation sessions – keep an eye out 
for the dates.

More information can be found on 
Herts Rewards. To register for AVC 
Wise please visit www.avcwise.co.uk/
register 

You could retire early or with more money, 
come and find out how
If you’re a member of the Local Government Pension Scheme 
(LGPS), you have access to a valuable staff benefit.

Special Offers at Supermarkets this season 
Winter is the perfect time to browse the supermarkets for 
the best deals. 
In the run-up to the holidays, there are some amazing deals and offers on toys, 
clothes and everything you need for the perfect festive feasts.

Herts Rewards has discounted offers, including Reloadable Cards, at Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s, Asda, M&S, Iceland and Waitrose. 

By arranging Auto Top-ups for your favourite Reloadable Cards, you never have to 
worry about topping up again? With Auto Top-ups you can set the amount and how 
frequently you would like to Top-up, helping you to make regular savings without 
having to remember each week or month.

It’s really easy to set up your Auto Top-up, just follow the instructions below:

1.  Find the retailer you are looking for using the search bar at the top and then click 
the offer link that says ‘Top up/ Request a card’. 

2.  Top-up your card manually (with any amount) and enter your payment details.

3.  You’ll then be prompted to set up an Auto Top-up, here you can choose how much 
you’d like to Top-up and how often.
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